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Elham Farmers’ Market
Policy on stallholders

1. Locally produced 
Preference will be given to stallholders meeting quality standards in force as follows:

Two producers of products of any given type will be allowed a stall
1. First priority to producers within five miles of the market

2. If none or no more than one the allocation will be to producers within a 15 mile radius of the market

3. or if none or no more than one from these priorities then the stalls will be open to  producers from outside a 15 mile radius meeting the quality standards with priority being given to the most local.
2. Stallholders 
The stallholder present must be able to answer detailed questions about the origins of the produce/ingredients and their production/processing. They should be the producer/processor or a direct employee or relative.  
3. Primary produce 
All primary produce sold must be grown, reared, shot or caught within the catchment as defined in Paragraph 1 above.
4. Secondary produce
All secondary produce must be brewed, pickled, baked, smoked or processed using at least one ingredient within the catchment as defined in Paragraph 1 above.
5. Duplication of produce
Triplication of any type of produce will be avoided.
6. Non-food stalls 

Non-food stalls (including plant stalls) will not exceed 1/3 of the total stalls.
Priority will be given to crafts related to agriculture/forestry, etc., e.g. coppicing/wood products (using local wood), woolen goods (using local wool if possible), plants and flowers (raised locally).
Priority for all non-food stalls will be given to applicants within 20 miles of the market.
7. Excluding an existing stallholder
An existing stallholder will only be excluded on a majority vote of the committee.

Reasons for exclusion will include:

· Concerns about quality of produce, which will be discussed first with stallholder;

· Complaints from customers, which must be investigated with stallholder before a decision is taken; and

· Persistent late arrival at markets &/or not turning up without 24 hours warning.
Any outstanding fees will be returned.
8. Collaborative groups 

Groups of small scale ‘non-commercial’ producers may take a single stall as a collaborative group.   However such groups will be treated on the same basis as other stallholders: registration by each producer will be required; all producers must satisfy the legal requirements, all produce must be covered by public liability insurance and the normal pitch rate will be charged.   

9. Policy
This policy can be updated periodically by the Committee.  In doing so, favour will be shown to stallholders who have shown long-term commitment to the market but who do not comply with any proposed changes.  Changes will be notified to all stallholders and two weeks allowed for comments.
This policy shall be provided to customers on request.
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