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Sunday 15 June 2008, 11am

Oldest and youngest residents of Elham to open the new Elham Farmers’ Market

Oldest and youngest villagers to open new market
Elham’s oldest and youngest residents will come together on Sunday 15 June to open the new Elham Farmers’ Market at 11am. 

With an age gap spanning more than 95 years, these residents will celebrate the return of a regular market to this historic village, for the first time since about 1830. 

Local residents have been directly involved in resurrecting the market, either through the management committee or through the Elham Farmers’ Market Friends Association. 

Kent’s newest farmers’ market will adhere to the principles of quality local food for local people, available in season and at realistic prices, and with the added environmental benefits of reducing food miles. 

Anne Leva, Elham Farmers’ Market Manager, said: “We are delighted that all sectors, and ages, of the community have worked together to make this market happen. We hope many visitors will also show support for our local producers, enjoy doing their shopping here, and discover the many delights of our historic village.” 
The market has received the endorsement of Folkestone-born celebrity chef Phil Vickery who said: “Seasonality is vitally important, so is regional food. If you buy seasonal produce, it’s often cheaper and it tastes better. And that is what Elham Farmers’ Market will be offering its customers, good seasonal local food, produced by people who care." 

The market will be held every second and fourth Sunday of the month on the Triangle (the green opposite the school at the southern end of the village) from 11am to 1pm. 
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Notes to editors:
1) The future Edward 1 granted a market charter to Elham in 1251 and the market continued to operate until about 1830. 

2) The Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) has supported and funded the initial setting up of the Elham Farmers’ Market, and the Kent Farmers’ Market Association provided initial training to the management committee. 

3) The farmers, growers or producers attending Elham Farmers’ Market come from a defined local area; they or someone directly involved in the production have to be present in person to sell their own produce, direct to the public. Priority is given to the most local producers. All products sold should have been grown, reared, caught, brewed, pickled, baked, smoked or processed by the stallholder.

4) Elham in Business conceived the farmers’ market as a way of keeping and generating business for the benefit of the local community. The aims of Elham in Business are to promote business interests in Elham; to promote Elham and the surrounding countryside for visitors and to assist in the suggestion of appropriate planning measures that benefit not just the business community in particular, but also the community as a whole. 
5) Market dates and times:
From 11am to 1pm on

Sunday 15 June

Sunday 29 June

Sunday 13 July

Sunday 27 July

Sunday 10 August

Sunday 24 August

Sunday 14 September

Sunday 28 September

6) Elham Farmers’ Market is grateful for help provided by the NFU and Shepherd Neame.

7) Our first press release (30/05/08) is available on the website below.
Inquiries:
Anne Leva, Elham Farmers’ Market Manager

T: 01303 840144; m: 07962 480144; email: anneleva@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.elhamfarmersmarket.co.uk/ 
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