Elham Farmers’ Market

Rules of Association

1) The name of the association is Elham Farmers’ Market

2) The office of the Association will be in Elham, Canterbury, Kent

3) The objectives for which the Association is established are:

(i) The promotion of locally grown sustainable produce through a regular market.

(ii) Promoting, supporting or opposing any measures (to include District Council and Parish Council) that may affect the interests of (i) above.

(iii) To promote community cohesion and economic well being through the market

(iv) To offer educational opportunities to the schoolchildren of the village  by enlisting their engagement in projects related to the market and sustainable rural development
(v) To assist in the suggestion of appropriate planning measures that may benefit the market.
4) Membership of the Association is limited in the first 12 months to the subscribers signing this constitution or those invited by a simple majority of existing membership to join.
5) After the first 12 months membership will be by way of election at the annual general meeting with 50% of the membership (to be decided alphabetically in the first year and by rotation thereafter) resigning. All residents in the Parish Council area of Elham and over the age of 18 at the date of the meeting will be eligible to attend and vote.  Any member resigning under this provision will be allowed to stand for re-election. 

6) Maximum membership of the association will be 15
7) The Association shall have a management committee who shall meet as often as they shall deem necessary.  

The committee will be comprised of:

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Market Manager

Parish Council co-ordinator

who will be appointed by a simple majority of the Association.
8) The Association may from time to form sub committees or delegate individuals for the purpose of undertaking specific projects.

9) The Committee may invite, at their complete discretion, non-members to attend meetings where this is considered to be of benefit to the Association.

10) The Association may, at the discretion of the committee, affiliate to the Kent Association of Farmers’ markets or any organisation the committee believes will benefit the market.

11) The Committee will have power to open a bank account, into which all subscription and other income will be paid.  However, it is not empowered to borrow money or incur financial liabilities in excess of 25% of its assets without authority of the membership in General Meeting.

12) The membership shall meet as often as the committee deem fit or on 21 days notice signed by a simple majority of the membership
